Intracellular pathway of interleukin-2 receptors studied using immunogold electron microscopy.
The fate of internalized interleukin-2 receptors (IL-2R) on proliferating T cell blasts and Lyt-2-/L3T4- thymocytes was studied by immunogold electron microscopy. Immediately following labeling, IL-2R were found in coated pits and with time there was sequential appearance of gold particles in smooth vesicles or endosomes, multivesicular bodies and lysosomes. Thus the IL-2R appears to be a member of cell surface receptors internalized by endocytosis via coated pits.